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Trinity United Methodist Church
214 E. Jefferson St., Sandusky, OH 44870
(419)625-8669
www.trinitysandusky.net

January 8, 2023 11:00 a.m.
Epiphany
“We are a welcoming church family,
worshipping together and serving with love.”

Words for Meditation
“With the Wise Men curiosity and faith meet.
Something was different in the night sky they loved so much...
…something big!
Wondering about that birth star was not enough.
They had to go…to worship…to honor its child.”
--Pastor Diane
Prelude “The Master Hath Come”

Welcome
Church in Action
*Call to Worship
Leader: Although the star followed by the wise men no longer leads the way,
Christ is still to be found and followed.
People: Although we are not brought to our knees in surprise as they were,
our desire to worship is as deep as theirs.
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Leader:
People:

And though we do not bear gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh,
we offer ourselves and what we have.
The story continues. The good news abounds.
There is a living Christ to discover, worship and follow.

*Hymn: “We Three Kings” verses 1, 3 & 5

UMH #254

Invocation
Holy God, we come before you with awe, for you are great in love and
power. Some of us come with reluctance, and some with joy, some with sadness,
and others full of fear, yet we know you receive us as we are. Touch us with your
healing fire. Speak to us through your word. Send us back into the world renewed
and eager to do your will. For we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Call to Prayer: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

UMH #349

*Doxology: #95
*Prayer of Dedication
Everlasting God, you love all people. Thank you for calling us to actively
show compassion and uphold justice as members of the church of your son, Jesus.
We are grateful for opportunities to extend your love through the ministries of our
congregation. Use our gifts and offerings to help our neighbors who are in need of
tangible goods and your Spirit’s peace. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: “The First Noel” verses 1 -3, 5
Scripture: Matthew 2:1 - 12

UMH #245
Common English Bible

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of
King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn
king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.”
When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was
troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked
them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is
what the prophet wrote:
“You, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,

3

because from you will come one who governs,
who will shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when
the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and
honor him.” When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in
the east went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child
with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their
treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Because
they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country
by another route.
Liturgist: The Word of God for the people of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

*Message: Of Dreams and Visions

Pastor Diane

Communion in the United Methodist Church is open to everyone
and everyone is welcome to receive it this morning.
Used with permission from Gifts in Open Hands by Maren C. Tirabassi
https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2021/12/27/holy-communion-liturgy-for-january-2-2022/
Modified by Pastor Diane

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Come from your nights of wonderings and mornings of ponderings.
We come with our hopes, fears and longings
as this new year begins.
Come with open hands, hearts and minds to receive Jesus’ gifts.
We come to the Bread and Cup. We come for Emmanuel.
We remember today a Child born to change everything…named Jesus,
He grew up to help people in their hurting and loss.
He traveled as many roads as we do and taught us with simple words we
can understand and stories we return to many times to find new meaning.
We remember that there are six miles between Bethlehem and
Jerusalem, and some thirty years between the magi visit and a
Passover meal.
…a meal when Jesus blessed the Bread of hope and a Cup of love freely
poured. Let us share the bread, a reminder of the bread Jesus broke and
gave to his disciples saying, “Take. Eat. This is my body broken…given
for you.”
This is the gift Jesus freely gives. We receive it gratefully.
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Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Let us drink deeply of the cup, a reminder of the cup Jesus shared with his
disciples saying, “Drink from this. All of you. It is the cup of the new
covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. As often as you
drink this, remember me.”
This is the gift Jesus freely gives. We receive it gratefully.
God you are with us, in our nights of dreaming and our days of visioning.
May this Bread and Cup inspire and strengthen us anew. May we offer
ourselves freely to others and find new ways to follow your son, Jesus,
who calls us to joyful service.
Receive the Elements

ALL:

Jesus, we give thanks that you come to us in the Bread and Cup.
You have filled us so that we may share your good tidings of
forgiveness, compassion and love. Lead us and guide us each day
in this year’s journey of life. Amen.

*Hymn: “Here I Am, Lord” verses 1 - 3

UMH #593

*Benediction:
This service is ended but our life in Jesus Christ goes on and on.
We go now in his name into all the world. May our light so shine and our joy
be so obvious that all who see us may come to praise God.

*Postlude “Toccata in F Major”
Altar Flowers: “In Memory of Bob Brown”
Given by Evelyn and Family
Offering:

Jan. 1 $1757.00
Jan. 5 $2040.00 (Automatic Deposit)

Announcements:
The buckets are out this morning for our Noisy Offering for First Responders.
Please drop in your change and help keep this ministry active!
The Worship Committee will be dismantling the Christmas decorations after
Worship this morning. All are welcome to stay and help if you would like.
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We are praying for: those who are grieving, have been
hospitalized or are recuperating: Ev Brown and family on the passing
of Bob, Tim Herron and family, Holli Lombardy (Sara O’Neal’s daughter),
Barb Maillard, Tom Purvis, Don Quartermaine, John Schlessman, Jackie
Smith, Barb Stephens-Rich, Barb Van Scoy, Joan Welton;
Our servicemen and women: Jacob Bromm, all our veterans, the people of Ukraine and
those in all the places where there is unrest in our world;
Those unable to be with us: Phyllis Broski, Dorothy Couch, Karen Gundlach, Sandy
McCrea, Pat & Dick Widdoes.

Coming Up This Week:
Mon. Jan. 9
6:30 p.m.
Finance/Council
Sun. Jan. 15 HUMAN RELATIONS DAY
11:00 a.m.
Worship

