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Words for Meditation 

“Remarkable things happened when the early church prayed…The results of the apostles’ 
prayer were evident to those within the church and astounded observers from afar,  

who were then drawn to this contagious and joyful community.” 
--Rueben P. Job 

 
  Prelude    
  Welcome 
  Announcements/Church in Action           

*Call to Worship   

Leader: I was glad when they said to me,  
let us go to the house of the Living God. 

People: This is our Sabbath, when we rejoice  
in the resurrection of Jesus. 

Leader: We give thanks that once more, we have come together,  
so that God’s Spirit can encourage and strengthen us. 

People: May we lift our voices in praise and celebration  
as this worship service begins! 

 
*Hymn:  “Christ Is Alive” verses 1-5      UMH #318 
 
  Invocation 

God of Resurrection and New Life, we thank you for your love and your 
grace so abundant, so overflowing that you receive us in spite of our fears and 
our timid lives of faith. As you encouraged the first Christians to witness in the 
face of all risks, help us to hear you this morning and encourage us to follow your 
Son. We ask in His name. Amen. 

http://www.trinitysandusky.net/


  Call to Prayer:  “Something Beautiful, Something Good”       UMH #394 

  Silent Prayer    

  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer  
 

  Receiving Our Tithes and Offerings 
*Doxology:  #95 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

Holy God, thank you for making Jesus the Author of life, whom you raised 
from the dead. You still do marvelous miracles of forgiveness, bringing healing 
and new life in our midst. We know that these gifts don’t come from our power 
or goodness but by your goodness. As we reach out to people in our community, 
may they draw closer to you. Let our offerings contribute to the ongoing work 
of your servant, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
  Hymn:   “Open My Eyes, That I May See” verses 1-3   UMH #454 
  
 

  Scripture: Acts 1:1-14        Common English Bible 

 Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning, right up to the day when he was taken up into heaven. Before he was taken up, 
working in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus instructed the apostles he had chosen. After his 
suffering, he showed them that he was alive with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days, speaking to them about God’s kingdom. While they were eating 
together, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised. 
He said, “This is what you heard from me: John baptized with water, but in only a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel now?” Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has set by his own authority. Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” 
 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. While he was going away and as they were staring toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them. They said, “Galileans, why are you standing 
here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way that you saw him go into heaven.” 
 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem—a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they entered the city, they went to the upstairs room where 
they were staying. Peter, John, James, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James, Alphaeus’ son; Simon the zealot; and Judas, James’ son—all were united in their 
devotion to prayer, along with some women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers. 



  Liturgist:  The Word of God for the people of God. 

  People: Thanks be to God. 

      

  Message:  “Watching and Waiting”           Rev. Diane Bell 

*Closing Hymn:  “Sent Out in Jesus’ Name” sing twice      TFWS #2184 
 
*Benediction 

“This service is ended, but our life in Jesus Christ goes on and on. We go now, 

in His name, into all the world. May our light so shine and our joy be so obvious 

that all who see us may come to praise God.” 
 

*Postlude    
 

 

Thank you to Judy Mears for sharing her gifts at the piano 

with us this morning! 

 
 

  Offering:     May 14, 2023 $3,649 
 

 

We are praying for:  those who are grieving, have been 

hospitalized or are recuperating:  Sarah Latham-McCoy (organist 

@ Edison); Sandy Reiber, Pat Widdoes; 

Those unable to be with us:  Ev Brown, Dorothy Couch,  Larry & 

Nancy Holkenborg, Sandy McCrea, Rhoda Springstead, Lu Stager, and 

Dick & Pat Widdoes; 

Our servicemen and women:  Jacob Bromm, all our veterans, the people of Ukraine and those 

in all the places where there is unrest in our world. 

 

 

  Coming Up This Week: Mon. May 22  10:00 a.m. Tidings deadline 

         6:00 p.m Crockpot Fellowship 

    Sun., May 28 PENTECOST 

       11:00 a.m. Worship  
 

 

 

 



  Announcements: 
 

We’ve received some wonderful thank yous from the children at the JDH for the 
Easter cookies.  They are on the bell tables in the back of the Sanctuary for you to 
look at. 

Next Sunday, May 28, is Pentecost.  As part of the celebration, please wear red to 
church that day!! 

We will be holding a retirement celebration for Pastor Diane on Sunday, June 11, 
in Fellowship Hall after Worship.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back 
of the Sanctuary (so we have an idea of how many to plan for).  Please sign up on 
or before June 4.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


